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CONFIDENTIAL MONTEVIDEO 2037 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, UY 

SUBJ: USAF MIMEX OFFER 213 - A-37 AIRCRAFT 
REF: (A) STATE 151232; (B) MVD 1986 

1. REFTEL A WAS MOST HELPFUL IN PROVIDING ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION NEEDED BY THE EMBASSY BEFORE THE GOU COULD 
BE APPROACHED WITH A PRECISE PACKAGE OFFER ON THE 
A-37S. HOWEVER, IT RAISED QUESTIONS REGARDING RECON- 
FIGURATION COSTS AND PROMPTED US TO SEND REFTEL B. 

CONSEQUENTLY, THE EMBASSY DECIDED TO AWAIT FURTHER 
CLARIFICATION BEFORE ATTEMPTING TO BRING THE GOU UP 

TO DATE ON THE OFFER. 

2. WHILE THE MATTER WAS BEING HELD IN THE EMBASSY 
PENDING CLARIFICATION, THE GOU WAS INFORMED OF MUCH 
OF THE CONTENTS OF REFTEL A BY ITS AIR ATTACHE IN 
WASHINGTON WHO EVEN CITED THE $417,000 UNIT FIGURE. 

SHOULD THE FINAL PRICE APPROXIMATE THE HIGHER ESTIMATES 
($450,000), MORE QUESTIONS WILL BE RAISED IN THE MINDS 

OF THE URUGUAYANS. 

3. IF WE ARE TO NEGOTIATE THE FINAL PACKAGE WITH THE 

GOU WE WOULD APPRECIATE HAVING INFORMATION CONTAINED IN OUR 
INSTRUCTIONS KEPT IN-HOUSE UNTIL THIS EMBASSY HAS ACTED ON IT AND 
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SO REPORTED. WE DO NOT WANT MORE CONFUSION CREATED 
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BY HAVING THE OTHER SIDE RECEIVE WHAT IT 
PERCEIVES AS BEING ACCURATE INFORMATION IN WASHINGTON 
WHILE WE AWAIT INSTRUCTIONS ON WHICH TO CONCLUDE 
NEGOTIATIONS HERE. 

SIRACUSA 
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